BROADCAST

The best way to get started is to take a few minutes and review what a broadcast is and general record keeping. The most common broadcast is the general message. A general message has a wide standard distribution and is assigned an identifying title.  Each message of an identifying title carries a sequence serial number, which covers a calendar year.  General message content may be directive in nature or promulgate information. Broadcast can come from CHNAVMARCORMARS, AREA, REGION or STATE DIRECTORS and SPECIALTY NETWORK COORDINATORS, or any member of the just mentioned staff. Most broadcast will contain a collective call sign in either the TO or the INFO line. The subject line on a general message will look something like this.
SUBJ: CHNAVMARCORMARS BCST 01-04 

This way you can see if you are missing any messages and can request copy of any missing broadcast(s). Broadcasts remain effective until canceled or superceded by the originator. Keep in mind that the first broadcast of each calendar year, should list all broadcasts which remain in effect from previous years. All broadcasts which are not listed are canceled and no longer need be retained. Any other message sent out would be an ADMIN message, and do not carry any type of identifying title and serial number so they are not easily tracked to see if you missed any.  (NTP-8C Para 616)
A MESSAGE FILE will contain a copy of every message sent or received in date-time-group order.  
A GENERAL MESSAGE FILE contains a copy of all general messages that require retention by the member. This file is subdivided by the title of each general message and filed in serial number order.
Files may be maintained by electronic means or hard copy. When saving by electronic means, files should be saved on removable media, and not just the hard disk drives. The bottom line for the most part is that General Messages are kept UNTIL SUPERSEDED OR CANCELED and all other messages will be SIXTY DAYS.
Broadcasts can be sent on nets in one of two ways. We can send it like any other message or we can send it with all the traffic listed by the TRAFFIC REP in one continuous string, this is known as the broadcast method. Do not get confused between the word broadcast and broadcast method. When passing traffic like any other message. The Traffic Representative, or designated transmit station will precede the sending of traffic in a digital form by announcing by voice: THIS IS NNNØ--- TRAFFIC FOLLOWS RTTY (or type of mode to be used) WAIT and then a test for the mode used.
Test format for RTTY transmission:

THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS OVER THE LAZY DOG 1234567890 DE NNNØXXX (CR/LF)

RYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRY (CR/LF)

(64 chars total)

Test format for FEC testing:

The test format for AMTOR, PacTOR and Clover FEC transmission shall be the synchronization signal, no characters, sent for a minimum of 10 seconds to allow receiving station tuning.
Following the sending of the message(s), formal acknowledgment of message receipt is employed in station‑to‑station traffic handling.  No message is considered delivered until a receipt is obtained. The basic receipt procedure is that the receiving station transmits a receipt after each message or string of messages by the PROWORD "ROGER."  When the transmitting station considers speed of handling a primary consideration, one station in the net may be directed to receipt for the message and no other stations may answer until instructed to do so.  This does not prohibit any station from requesting repetition. The easy way would be to have the NECOS roger for the net, if not the sending station.

The broadcast method is used in naval communications whereby one station transmits message traffic to all stations and receipt is assumed unless a service message is received to the contrary.  Due to the volunteer nature of MARS, this method will not be used in NAVMARCORMARS.  However, a modified broadcast method can be used to transmit all traffic for a net in RTTY, FEC or other digital modes as a means to expedite passing of traffic on the net.  All traffic must be rogered for individually during the net.  As such, the broadcast method is considered a scheduled transmission and is described below. The Traffic Representative, or designated transmit station will precede the sending of traffic by announcing by voice: THIS IS NNNØ--- TRAFFIC FOLLOWS RTTY (or type of mode to be used) WAIT and then a test for the type of mode employed. (NTP-8C Para 810)
Prior to commencing a scheduled transmission, the transmitting station shall make a preliminary call, repeated as necessary. For RTTY, the call consists of the designation of the called station(s) or net (made three times), the PROSIGN DE (made once), the designation of the calling station (made three times), a net designation (when used), followed by one line of 64 RY's and one line of 64 SG's example follows
NNNØALS NNNØALS NNNØALS DE NNNØABC NNNØABC NNNØABC 1M7B 1M7B 1M7B
RYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRYRY (total of 64 characters)
SGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSG (total of 64 characters)
In the AMTOR, PacTOR and Clover forward error correction mode (FEC), at least 30 seconds of idle signals shall be sent, followed by the call signs and broadcast/net identifier.  (Lines of RY’s and SG’s are used only for RTTY.)

For other transmission systems, the call shall be sufficiently long to permit receiving station(s) to lock on to the signal, and will contain call signs and identification as noted above.

When all traffic has been sent, the sending station will send 
NNNØALS NNNØALS NNNØALS DE NNNØABC NNNØABC NNNØABC 1M7B 1M7B 1M7B QRU AR 

ZZZZ

Following the sending of the message(s), formal acknowledgment of message receipt is employed. (NTP‑8C Para 810)
This should help to clear up and confusion about what a broadcast is.

